great services more readily and so spontaneously* And, which province ih
India proper has rendered services to equal these even to the extent
of a half?

To go back to our starting point, let us bear in mind the all impor-
tant fact that Hyderabad is unconquered territory and the Nizam's alliance
with the British power has been staunch and honourable throughout, and
its value of immense benefit at several stages in the history of modern
India.

TREATIES AND CONTRACTING PARTIES.

With an unconquered country agreements must always be by virtue
of treaties as between an equal and an equal. One cannot be higher than
the other* Both contracting parties are equal, morally and judicially, even
though their material power may be of vaiying degrees* And being an un-
conquered territory, Hyderabad State has every right to treat with the
British Government on an equal footing, though the British Government is
materially a far greater power. Morally and judicially it is on an equal level.
When Lord Reading based his final reply on the question and the principle
of paramountcy and declined to treat with our State on an equal footing,
even when a treaty was concerned, he was not adopting so much an irrele-
vant attitude as, for a man of his attainments, an altogether unfair attitude.
The British Government is undoubtedly paramount; it is the custodian of
the peace of the country and the guardian of the people and the protector
of the Indian States also; but when the clauses of a treaty was solicited
might be discussed, there was absolutely no question of paramountcy
involved. At the time the first treaty was signed was England the para"
mount power? No power was paramount and the paramountcy of the
British was in the laps of the gods.

We shall give a small illustration to render our point clear. When
the King-Emperor versus a peasant, or a peasant versus the King-Emperor,
in a court of law, the judge does not dwell on the paramountcy of the
Emperor and deny justice to the peasant.

THE FIRST TREATY.

Now to the story of the passing of the Berars. The first treaty by
which the Nizams ceded any territory to the British was in 1766 when the
Northern Circars were ceded in perpetuity on an agreement to the effect
that the British would render military aid to the Nizam whenever a request
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